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various persons including :.. 8,000 reis from Duarte Rodriguez
and Giam Rodriguez as penalties for going to Serra; 1,817,000
reis from Christovam de Haram and his partners, contractors
of Serra Lioa; 454,500 reis from master Felipe and Diego
Lopez for the trade of Quantor and Gambea;... 525,200 reis
from Carllo, contractor of the malequeta [malagueta];...
70,128 reis from Duarte Bello and Duarte Affonso, renters of
the island of Anno Bom.

DUARTE PIRES TO KING MANUEL. BENIN. 20 OCTOBER

Most high and mighty king and prince, our lord. May God
increase your royal estate. Sir, your highness will be pleased to
know how Pero Baroso gave me a letter from your highness,
which made me rejoice that your highness should be mindful of
so humble a man as I; and now I render account to your high-
ness in regard to the letter which you sent me. Sir, with refer-
ence to what you say about my being in very great favour with
the king of Benjm, it is truly so; because the king of Benjm is
pleased with what I said in favour of your highness, and he
desires to be your very good friend and speaks of nothing save
what concerns Our Lord and your interest; and so he is very
glad, and likewise all his noblemen and his people; and your
highness will shortly know about this. The favour which the
king of Benjm accords us is due to his love of your highness;
and thus he pays us high honour and sets us at table to dine
with his son, and no part of his court is hidden from us but all
the doors are open. Sir, when these priests arrived in Benjm,
the delight of the king of Benjm was so great that I do not know
how to describe it, and likewise that of all his people; and he
sent for them at once; and they remained with him for one
whole year in war. The priests and we reminded him of the
embassy of your highness, and he replied to us that he was very
satisfied with it; but since he was at war, that he could -do
nothing until he returned to Benjm, because he needed leisure
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